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tw * Nay, sir,' answered Partridge, c if you are not
afraid of the devil, I can't help it; but to be sure it is
natural to be surprised at such things, though I know
there is nothing in them : not that it was the Ghost
that surprised me neither, for I should have known
that to have been only a man in a strange dress ; but
when I saw the little man so frightened himself, it
was that which took hold of me.'

" ' And dost thou imagine then, Partridge,' cries
Jones, * that he was really frightened ? ' . . .

Ci' Well, well,' cries Partridge, * I know it is only a
play; and besides, if there was anything in all this,
Madam Miller would not laugh so : for as to you, sir,
you would not be afraid, I believe, if the devil was
here in person. . . .'

" Little more worth remembering occurred during
the play ; at the end of which Jones asked him, which
of the players he had liked best ?

Ci To this he answered, with some appearance of
indignation at the question, * The King, without
doubt/

" ft Indeed, Mr. Partridge,5 says Mrs. Miller, c you
are not of the same opinion as the town ; for they are
all agreed that Hamlet is acted by the best player
who ever was on the stage.'

" ' He the best player ! ' cries Partridge, with a con-
temptuous sneer, ' why, I could act as well as he my-
self. I am sure if I had seen a ghost, I should have
looked in the very same manner, and done just as he
did. And then, to be sure, in that scene, as you call
it, between him and his mother, where you told me
he acted so fine, why, Lord help me, any man, that is
any good man, that had had such a mother, would